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Public Consultation Report Proposed 

Muingmore Wind Farm 

 

Project Background 

RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd. (RWE) is seeking planning permission to construct and operate a wind 

farm, battery storage facility and associated infrastructure, in the townlands of Muingmore and 

Doolough, County Mayo. The Proposed Development will contribute to achieving regional, national, 

and European renewable energy targets  regarding Ireland’s transition to a low carbon economy and 

associated climate change policy objectives. 

The Proposed Development will generate renewable energy for use in the national grid helping to 

displace thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. It can lead to cheaper electricity, 

energy security and help Ireland meet its challenging climate change and decarbonisation targets. 

The Proposed Development will also lead to tangible local benefits such as employment 

opportunities during the construction and operation phases,  payments under the Renewable Energy 

Support Scheme (RESS) to a Community Benefit Fund, or a specific Community Benefit Fund from 

RWE, and indirect benefits to the wider community from business rates paid to Mayo County Council 

from the wind farm. 

 

RWE Renewables in Ireland 

RWE has been active in Ireland since 2016 and is undertaking long-term investments in onshore 

wind, offshore wind, and new battery storage projects, potentially amounting to billions of Euros in 

direct foreign investment in the country. 

RWE’s objective is to grow organically by developing business from greenfield sites, positioning itself 

as a long-term energy partner for Ireland during its energy transition to 2030 and beyond. As part of 

its growth ambitions, RWE is actively seeking new opportunities to further expand its portfolio in 

Ireland. The renewable energy generated from the Proposed Development would contribute 

towards Ireland’s onshore wind energy target of 9 GW by 2030.    

Already with an operational wind farm, two battery storage facilities, an airborne wind test site and 

both onshore and offshore wind farms in development, our current Irish portfolio is managed by our 

experienced teams in Kilkenny and Dun Laoghaire.   

 

 

 

What does the Project Involve? 



The Proposed Development will be made up of several structures including turbines, underground 

cabling from the turbines to an electrical substation, as well as a battery storage facility (BESS). 

There will also be a network of roads on site linking the turbines and substation together for staff 

operations and maintenance.  

A windfarm needs to be connected to the electricity grid which can be done by using underground 

cables to get the renewable energy to a nearby substation.  

A full description of the Proposed Development for the purposes of the planning application and the 

additional elements that form part of the overall project, assessed as part of the EIA, are contained 

in Chapter 2 of the EIAR. 

 

Consultation Report Methods and Feedback 

This Consultation Report outlines the methodology used to consult with local residents, questions, 

concerns and feedback received from the public consultation with the  residents around the 

Proposed Development.  

In accordance with the Aarhus Convention, public participation is an essential element of the 

development of any infrastructure project and the RWE Project Team is committed to facilitating an 

accessible, meaningful, and accountable engagement process with members of the public. This 

Consultation Report details the methods used and the questions and concerns received associated 

with the first phase of public consultation.  

RWE is grateful to all parties, persons and groups who participated in providing feedback via the 

project information services (mobile, email, postal feedback and door to door and face to face 

meetings). The feedback given in this report is based on all of the engagement that occurred with 

the people around the proposed wind farm area. 

The first engagement period ran from 26th June 2023 and continued via door-to-door visits, phone 

calls to the project phone, and emails to the project email address afterwards.  

Phone   +353 (0) 87 151 9219 

Post    Muingmore Wind Farm 

RWE Renewables Ireland Limited 

Desart House 

Lower New Street 

Kilkenny, 

 

By email   Muingmore@rwe.com 



The Engagement 

Consultation Area 

RWE used a consultation area of up to 2.5km from any turbine for its near neighbours. This took into 

account 225 homes surrounding the proposed location of the turbines.  

The RESS-5 T&Cs reference near neighbours as two bands - those living within either 1km or 1-2km 

of the RESS Project. It is suggested that the distance specified is from the base of the nearest turbine 

to the nearest part of the structure of the occupied residence (not outbuildings or other such), the 

location of which is identified in the An Post geo-directory. The application of common sense is 

desirable in the finalisation of the two lists of near neighbours. For example, if in a cluster of four 

houses in a row, the last one would be technically excluded, perhaps an accommodation might be 

considered by the Fund Committee, in the interests of fairness and common decency. 

However while the “Terms and Conditions of the Fifth Competition under the Renewable Electricity 

Support Scheme RESS (page 75) suggest that near neighbours are within a 2km radius of the 

turbines. Due to the population size in the vicinity, RWE decided to extend the consultation radius to 

2.5km from each turbine due to local clusters of homes between the 2km and 2.5km radius.  

 

Information Service 

A dedicated phone line (087 151 9219) and e-mail address (Muingmore@rwe.com) were set up for 

the first consultation period and remained in place since then to enable anyone with queries to get 

in touch with the Project Team or indeed to ask questions or voice concerns via phone or email. 

All queries to the phone line and to emails were replied to as soon as possible and usually within 24 

hours.  

A project specific website (www.rwe.com/Muingmore ) was also developed and was updated 

through the consultation period with further information, updated FAQ’s and useful documents. 

 

Project Brochure 

A twelve page information brochure (Muingmore Proposed Wind Farm) was developed in English 

and Irish for the project. (See Appendix A). As well as facts about the Proposed Development it also 

contained the contact details for the Team as per above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Residents Letter and Brochure Drop 

On the 26th June 2023, the brochure, as well as a cover letter from the Community Liaison Officer 

(CLO, Kieran O’Byrne, Stakeholder Stakeholder Engagement / Communications Manager, RWE 

Renewables Ireland Limited, ) was delivered to all residents within a 2.5km radius (225 houses) of 



the proposed turbine array by All Homes delivery company. The letter contained a picture of the CLO 

as well as the mobile phone contact and email address for the proposed project. It was delivered in 

an envelope with an RWE label which said: 

 

Dear Resident.  

Enclosed please find important information re 

Community Engagement on Proposed Muingmore Project 

 

On the same day an email was sent to all local representatives (see list below) which included an 

introduction to the RWE’s Stakeholder Engagement / Muingmore Community Liaison Officer (CLO), 

Kieran O’Byrne, his contact details, and an attached copy of the Muingmore Proposed Wind Farm 

brochure in English and Irish and a copy of the letter that was sent to residents. A copy of the letter 

sent to local representatives is attached in Appendix B.  

The CLO’s picture and contact details were on the letter (mobile phone number and email address) 

and the contact number for the Kilkenny office and postal address was also in the brochure.  

The CLO plus members of the project team went door to door on 26th, 27th, 28th June 2023 and met 

with 67 householders (out of 225 houses called to). Approx. 30% of households within a 2.5km 

radius were met with within the first week of consultation.  

After the first letter drop and during the following two months (July and August 2023), a number of 

emails were received from groups and individuals (two groups and 7 individuals) and each one 

answered either face to face at pre-arranged meetings or by email.  

 

Elected Members Engagement 

On the first day of the consultation period all local representatives were emailed a letter of 

introduction to the CLO, a soft copy of the Muingmore Proposed Wind Farm brochure and a soft 

copy of the letter that was sent that day to residents and his contact details, mobile phone and email 

address. 

Local Representatives who were contacted over the period were: 

• Cllr Brendan Mulroy  

• Cllr Christy Hyland   

• Cllr Gerry Coyle  

• Cllr John O'Malley  

• Cllr Paul McNamara  

• Cllr Peter Flynn  

• Cllr Sean Carey  

Senators 

• Lisa Chambers (FF)  

• Paddy Burke (FG) 

TD's  



• Dara Callery                       

• Rose Conway-Walsh     

• Alan Dillon                   

• Keira Keogh           (Newly Elected TD Election 2024) 

• Michael Ring          (Did not run for re-election 2024) 

 

Cllr Gerry Coyle got in contact and we met with him to brief him on the proposed wind farm and 

answered his questions on 25th April. Allan Dillon TD was also in touch as was Rose Conway Walsh 

TD, both by email. We met with Alan Dillon TD shortly afterwards. 

 

Second Residents Letter  

In October 2025 we reached out to the all homes within a 2.5km radius with a letter and associated 

maps. We talked with residents in 83 of the houses during this door to door engagement (approx. 

37% of all homes).  

The letter described how we had reached out to the community in June 2023 and wanted to give 

residents an update. The letter stated that the team were continuing to work through the ongoing 

engineering and environmental studies and that RWE were now proposing a 13 turbine wind farm 

with the turbines reduced in size from 200m to 180m tip heights. The letter also referenced the 

number of jobs that would be available during construction and on an ongoing basis and also stated 

the monetary value of the Community Benefit Fund annually.  

There were also two maps printed and attached to the letter. One was an ordinance survey map 

with the locations of the turbines noted (see Appendix B), the other was an aerial picture, again with 

the turbine locations marked on the map.  

The CLO’s contact details were listed (phone and email address) with an invitation to contact him if 

they wanted to make an appointment for us to come and meet them and brief them individually at 

their convenience.  

 

Drop in Clinic and Letter Drop 

RWE held a drop in Clinic in the Broadhaven Hotel, Belmullet, on Wednesday 28th January 2026.  

A letter drop was undertaken by the RWE team the week before, on Thursday 22nd of January to say 

that we were going to hold a Drop in Clinic and welcomed people to contact the CLO by phone, text, 

email or post to suggest a time that they might be available. The letter said that the Clinic would be 

“by appointment” to try and stagger the numbers of people that might attend, but people were 

welcome to drop in at any time if they wished.  

The letter stated that RWE were happy to discuss the project with either one to ones or small groups 

of people. The letter also said that in the event that residents were not able to attend that they 

could contact the CLO to arrange a separate meeting that better suits them. We also suggested that 

we were available the evening before and the morning after.  

While going door to door dropping letters we met with approximately 8 or 9 people as we delivered 

and talked to them about the project. 



The letter drop also elicited a number of contacts from local residents as well as contacts for booking 

time at the Clinic.  

 

Drop in Clinic – January 28th 2026 

On the day of the Drop in Clinic 21 people attended over the day from 8am to 8pm including three 

people who just dropped in when they were passing, including Councillor Gerry Coyle and Councillor 

Sean Carey. We also had a request from Deputy Keira Keogh TD for a Teams call that day which we 

undertook that afternoon. 

We had further requests for information at the clinic and some followed up with more requests / 

questions the following week / weeks all of which were replied to. 

 

Feedback from Door to Door Meetings 

As the stakeholder interaction progressed during all engagements either door to door or by email 

and phone calls, it became clear that there were three main questions that most people discussed 

with the RWE team. These were about shadow flicker, noise and visual impact. Other questions 

arose  around any potential health aspects of living near to turbines and the possible effect on 

property values.  

 

We also received feedback on the doorsteps about how people would like to be communicated with 

vis-a-vis face to face meetings, group meetings etc. We discussed the various options and the 

majority said that they were in favour of being able to meet with us on a one-to-one basis / door to 

door,  or in small groups. Some felt intimidated by large groups and felt that their questions and 

concerns would not be heard in larger groups. We mentioned a “drop-in clinic” in a local facility 

which residents felt would be appropriate.  

 

Website 

A project website was developed and was available from 26th June 2023 to anyone who wished to 

find out more. ( www.rwe.com/Muingmore )   

As the project developed and questions and concerns were raised by local residents as part of the 

stakeholder engagement process,  relevant information was then published on the website to 

address these concerns. 

The website included three sections dedicated to giving more information and to answer questions 

asked by the residents. They included “Useful Documents” and “More Information”. These sections 

included the following information: 

• Useful Documents 

o Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006 

o Draft Wind Energy Guidelines 2019 

o RESS Community Benefit Fund – Rulebook 2025 

o RESS 5 Terms and Conditions 

o Wind Europe Accelerating Wind Turbine Blade Circularity 

o Wind Energy and Biodiversity 

o Wind Europe and Decommissioning 

• More Information 



o Muingmore Consultation Map, October 2025 

o Muingmore Residents Letter June 2023 

o Muingmore Residents Letter October 2025 

o Muingmore Proposed Wind Farm Brochure 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Project Brochure  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 



 

 



  

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Appendix B 

First Residents Letter June 2023 

 



Email to Councillors 26th June 2023 

Dear Councillor  

My name is Kieran O’Byrne and I work with RWE Renewables Ireland Limited (RWE).  I am writing to 

you to let you know that RWE is currently investigating the possible development of a wind farm in 

the Muingmore area in Co. Mayo. Today we will be dropping off a letter and the attached brochure 

to all residents within a 2.5km radius of the proposed wind farm, to start our first round of an initial 

8 week public consultation. I will be calling to each resident from tomorrow onwards to discuss any 

questions or concerns they might have about the project. My contact details (phone and email) are 

included in the letter drop and I am happy to meet with residents on a one to one or in small groups 

at their convenience. 

I would like to offer you a one to one briefing on the proposed development at your convenience. If 

this would be of interest to you, please let me know when and where might suit to meet with you to 

brief you on the project and we can organise diaries. In the meantime please do have a look at the 

attached brochure on the proposed development and the letter that we included within for each 

resident. 

The proposed Muingmore Wind Farm will help Ireland meet our CAP23 targets and generate 

renewable energy, displace thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide over its lifetime and lead to 

cheaper electricity and energy security. Among the measures proposed in CAP23 is an increase in 

the proportion of renewable electricity, to up to 80% by 2030. This will require a doubling of the 

amount of onshore wind currently built in Ireland. While offshore wind will play a part, onshore wind 

is fundamental to the decarbonisation of the electricity market in Ireland.  

The RWE Development Team has identified an initial study area for the proposed wind farm that is 

envisaged to cater for up to 13 turbines with an estimated capacity of up to 86MW. Each turbine is 

proposed to be up to 200 metres high (from the turbine base to the top of the turbine blade, when 

blades are in an upright position).  

The proposed wind farm is located approximately 11km west of Bangor Erris and approx. 4km north 

of Gweesalia. The study area comprises lands at Muingmore & Doolough and measures approx. 455 

hectares. 

The attached brochure provides you with some information about the proposed project and outlines 

the community benefits that may arise from the proposed wind farm. We believe that involving local 

residents from the start is the best way to make sure the wind farm is sensitively designed and 

brings real benefits to the area, while generating clean renewable energy. 

Feedback received from this first stage of the consultation will help inform the design of the 

proposed wind farm. Once RWE has incorporated the feedback into the proposed project, the 

development team will reach out to the community with further updates. We will be reaching out to 

the community a number of times throughout this project. 

Please have a look at the information in the brochure enclosed or on the project website at 

www.rwe.com/muingmore and I look forward to meeting you in person in the near future. 

Please do let me know if you would be interested in a one to one briefing and if so, what dates / 

times might be suitable over the next couple of weeks to meet. 

 



Kind regards 

Kieran 

Kieran O’Byrne 

Stakeholder Engagement / Communications (Wind, Solar & Storage) Ireland  

RWE Renewables Ireland Limited 

Renewables Europe and Australia 

Mobile  +353 86 254 7949 

Office  + 353 56 7715782 

mailto: kieran.o‘byrne@rwe.com 

Unit 5 Desart House, Lower New Street, Kilkenny City 

 

Web: www.rwe.com/ireland  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Residents Letter October 2026 



 

Attached Map (as per letter) 



 

 

 



Residents Clinic Invitation Letter January 2026

 


